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Nicholas Avenell

Nationality
British

Date of Birth
26th January 1981

e-Mail
Nicholas.Avenell@Gmail.com

Address
Flat 4, Franklyn House, Bedford, MK40 2QS (Looking to Relocate)

Telephone:
07909 547 990

Drivers' License:
None

Quick Snapshot

I am Nicholas Avenell, I'm a web developer. I am a PHP and Python developer primarily, but also know Perl and C/C++. I am part of the Web Action Standards Project task force for DOM Scripting (The newest buzzword for what once was referred to as JavaScript) including JSON and AJAX-style interfaces. Examples of my work have previously been used by British Telecom, and the product I previously worked on is currently in use by Nationwide, Abbey, Yorkshire Bank, Standard Life and is being trailed by various other companies you have undoubtedly heard of, but who I'm not allowed to name. I have also been working as a Systems Administrator using Apache, Linux, OS X, Postfix, MySQL (4.1 and 5.0) and desktop support of Windows (all consumer versions from 2.0 though to 2000 and XP). Under Linux I work mostly with Debian and Ubuntu, but also have experience in Gentoo, Redhat and Slackware. I do many things in my spare time, many of them involve computer games. I am planning on relocating.

Buzzword List

Things I have experience in using:

Languages: PHP, Perl, Python, (Java, C++, Ruby) 

Web:  HTML, XML, XHTML, CSS, JavaScript, DOM Scripting, JSON, AJAX, WAP, Sarissa, YUI, XML-RPC, RSS, Atom, SAX, WAI 

Web Apps: PHPbb, Wordpress, Epistula, PHPMyAdmin 

Linux: Apache, MySQL, Bind, Postfix, Exim, Sendmail, Leafnode, INN, Pound, Debian, Ubuntu, (Redhat, Slackware) 

Apple: Panther (10.3), Tiger (10.4), Fink, Photoshop, iLife 

Other Things: SMS Interfaces (Both sending and recieving), API development, API clients, Clients, Customers 


Experience

Evolving Media

Dates: 
October 2004 - Current. 

Position: 
Technical Developer (Special Projects) 

My current position is as a combination System Administrator and Developer for Evolving Media. I am the main developer on "MATS", an application tracking system involving SMS, Email and web-based customer communication currently in use by four of the top ten mortgage lenders in the country, including Nationwide. I am also responsible for the development and maintenance of Seshat, an SMS sending service used throughout the company, and also by TABS, the Text Account Balance System Nationwide use for sending out SMS messages to their customers with their current balance.

I am also involved with the development of the company's internal Content Management System with which we built sites for Charles Wells, Silver Spoon and many others. 

Web 
http://www.evolvingmedia.co.uk 


BrowserAngel

Dates: 
July 2003 - October 2004 

Position: 
System Developer 

Developer for BrowserAngel's eponymous content relation system, including the XML based toolbar update system and the PHP/HTML user interface, incorporating DHTML based interface elements, also - as a small company - I have a role in deciding future directions and possible avenues for revenue. I also co-manage the main Debian GNU/Linux development server, manage the bug managment system (Bugzilla) and tech-support the network. I also occasionally assist
 the design department on usability and standards complience issues.

Web 

http://www.browserangel.com 

Freelance Web designer/coder

Dates: Jan 2003 - July 2003 

Designing websites for clients, including an online collaborative role-playing system, a Event/Performance Management system for a band, as well as developing my own Content Management System, Epistula, at http://www.aquarionics.com

Internet Designers Limited

Dates: 
Sept 2002-Dec 2002 

Position: 
Graphics Developer 

Contracted to IDL as a graphic designer for a series of PDA and Mobile Phone based Java applications, including all animations and file-optimisation, involving working to ever-shifting deadlines and unchangeable milestones, responsible for maintenance of file structure within graphics team and working to internal systems and procedures. Assisted in the reducing of graphical assets to minimum levels with as little quality reduction as possible, also worked on getting the website working on Palm-top browsers such as PIE (Which is IE3's rendering engine, and is unnice), including accessibility issues for said website, and worked within a large (20 person) team to co-ordinate goals and achieve deadlines, as well as within the smaller graphical development team to divide work by appropriate skill-set.

Web:
http://www.internet-designers.net 

Education

University of Sunderland
09/1999 - 07/2001

HND Computing

This was a general computing course, covering everything from basic use of Microsoft Office to the internals of computers and programming practising.

Modules included Visual Basic, Software Engineering, Software Development (Borland C, Java) IT Environments (Unix, Networking, etc).

Web: 
http://www.sunderland.ac.uk 

Address: 
Langham Tower, Ryhope Road, Sunderland SR2 7EE

Telephone: (0191) 515 2000 

Mascalls School, Paddock Wood, Kent
1992-1999 

A-Levels: AS Level Information Technology, A Level General Studies. 

9 GCSEs 

Web: 
http://www.mascalls.kent.sch.uk 

Address: 
Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Kent. TN12 6LT

Phone: 
(01892) 835366 

References

Available upon request. 

Colophon

This CV was designed in HTML (Latest version always at http://www.gkhs.net/Nicholas/CV/web/ and then converted into Word format using OpenOffice. Eventually I'll get around to the fabled XML | XSLT > [PDF|DOC|TXT|HTML] automatic translation stuff to really show off my skill set,
 but until then it's manual. 

�<h3 id="statement">Statement</h3>
<div class="section">
<p class="first">Since leaving university, I have developed the basic skills the University gave me into useful - marketable - skills, and developing web sites. I currently run a total of five web sites plus another four in development. One of those existing sites - my personal web-diary, soap-box, and stage at <a href="http://www.aquarionics.com">http://www.aquarionics.com</a> acts as a playground for the latest fun technologies I get interested in. It's currently running "<a href="http://www.aquarionics.com/projects/#epistula">Epistula 2</a>", a weblog and Content Management System written in PHP by myself and incorporating intelligent caching, an award winning error system, and - basically - everything I want it to. I also develop - and run - an online Roleplaying system (at <a href="http://character.istic.net">http://character.istic.net</a>) and various other things. Ideally I want to progress into a online (either Inter or Intra-net) content management-based developer role.</p>
</div>

<h3 id="skills">Skills</h3>
<div class="section">
<p class="first">Relevant skills include Web design, <acronym title="eXtendable Markup Language">XML</acronym> parsing (both SAX and DOM) as well as automatic creation to a DTD, Object Orientated development, <acronym title="Hypertext Markup Language">HTML</acronym> design and development, <acronym title="eXtendable Hypertext Markup Language">XHTML</acronym> (Including XHTML1.1 and the up-coming XHTML2) , <acronym title="Web Accessibility Initiative">WAI</acronym> A/AA/AAA certification (The Web Accessibility Initiative guidelines, including the ones that all web sites should be compliant to by the legislation that comes in force next summer), <acronym title="Cascading Style Sheets">CSS</acronym> (1, 2, 3), <acronym title="eXtendable Markup Language">XML</acronym>-<acronym title="Remote Procedure Call">RPC</acronym> over <acronym title="HyperText Transfer Protocol">http</acronym>, <acronym title="Really Simple Syndication/Rich Site Summary">RSS</acronym> (Including being involved in the constant argument over RSS 0.9, 1.0 and 2.0; although lately by hoping it goes away) and <acronym title="Epistula Syndication Format">ESF</acronym> plus <acronym title="PHP Hypertext Preprocessor">PHP</acronym>, Python and &amp; <acronym title="Practical Extraction &amp; Report Language. Probably.">Perl</acronym>.</p>

<p>With combinations of the above I have created an entire weblog and content management system, an Asset Management System for a British Telecom supplier, and Performance Diary & Review system for a band. When a busy community site was taken down due to hosting issues I was contacted by a group of people who were relying on it. In what will probably remain the busiest few days of my life, I designed and coded what is now a successful community-based collaborative writing and RPG system in four days from Friday to Saturday, including full normalisation and development of data-structures in SQL.</p>

<p>I also have experience in setting up and managing Linux servers, including the installation and maintenance of PHP, Apache, MySQL, Exim and Leafnode; and graphic design using Paint Shop Pro and Photoshop.</p>
</div>



�and advise


�but currently since I'm out of work, it's not as if I need to save the time, is it?





